Mary, Mother of the Church
NEW MEMORIAL TO BE CELEBRATED ON MONDAY,

MAY 21ST

Excerpts from the Decree
on the celebra on of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mother of the Church
in the General Roman
Calendar:
The joyous venera on
given to the Mother of
God by the contemporary
Church, in light of
reﬂec on on the mystery
of Christ and on his
nature, cannot ignore the
ﬁgure of a woman (cf.
Gal 4:4), the Virgin Mary,
who is both the Mother of
Christ and Mother of the
Church.
In some ways this was
already present in the
mind of the Church from the
premonitory words of Saint
Augus ne and Saint Leo the Great.
In fact the former says that Mary
is the mother of the members of
Christ, because with charity she
cooperated in the rebirth of the
faithful into the Church, while the
la er says that the birth of the
Head is also the birth of the body,
thus indica ng that Mary is at once
Mother of Christ, the Son of God,
and mother of the members of his
Mys cal Body, which is the Church.
These considera ons derive from
the divine motherhood of Mary and
from her in mate union in the work
of the Redeemer, which culminated
at the hour of the cross.
Indeed, the Mother standing
beneath the cross (cf. Jn 19:25),
accepted her Son’s testament of
love and welcomed all people in
the person of the beloved disciple
as sons and daughters to be reborn

unto life eternal. She thus became
the tender Mother of the Church
which Christ begot on the cross
handing on the Spirit. Christ, in
turn, in the beloved disciple, chose
all disciples as ministers of his love
towards his Mother, entrus ng
her to them so that they might
welcome her with ﬁlial aﬀec on.
As a caring guide to the emerging
Church Mary had already begun
her mission in the Upper Room,
praying with the Apostles while
awai ng the coming of the Holy
Spirit (cf. Acts 1:14). In this sense,
in the course of the centuries,
Chris an piety has honoured
Mary with various tles, in many
ways equivalent, such as Mother
of Disciples, of the Faithful, of
Believers, of all those who are
reborn in Christ; and also as
“Mother of the Church” as is used
in the texts of spiritual authors as
well as in the Magisterium of Popes
Benedict XIV and Leo XIII.

...Having a en vely considered
how greatly the promo on of this
devo on might encourage the
growth of the maternal sense of
the Church in the pastors, religious
and faithful, as well as a growth of
genuine Marian piety, Pope Francis
has decreed that the Memorial of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
of the Church, should be inscribed
in the Roman Calendar on the
Monday a er Pentecost and be
now celebrated every year.
This celebra on will help us to
remember that growth in the
Chris an life must be anchored to
the Mystery of the Cross, to the
obla on of Christ in the Eucharis c
Banquet and to the Mother of
the Redeemer and Mother of the
Redeemed, the Virgin who makes
her oﬀering to God....
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